Molluscum contagiosum of the eyelids in patients with acquired immune deficiency syndrome.
Infection with molluscum contagiosum has been reported in patients with acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Involvement of the eyelids by molluscum in patients with AIDS has rarely been mentioned. Two patients with AIDS presented with eyelid molluscum contagiosum. Detailed examination and follow-up was performed. One patient had noted ocular irritation with epiphora for several weeks and showed a typical viral keratoconjunctivitis in both eyes. The other patient progressed to confluent masses involving the entire lower eyelid on one side. Removal of the lesions by surgery and cryotherapy was followed by recurrences in both patients within 6 to 7 weeks, the incubation period for this viral infection. Molluscum contagiosum can form confluent lesions on the eyelids in patients with AIDS, which may cause a keratoconjunctivitis. Local removal of molluscum eyelid nodules appears to be of limited long-term value in patients with T-cell immunodeficiency.